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.  Why a regional perspective?
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Why regional differences matter

— Different regions, different preferences?
— Polarization and political feasibility
— Need for targeted solutions

— A broad conceptualization of policy acceptance
— General energy policy preferences

— But also

— Acceptance of energy technologies — Potential for
measures to promote specific technologies

— The perception the energy provider — A governance
perspective

Y dg’ - \)
Y e

g
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Potential drivers of reqgional disparities

«Natural»:
— Renewable potential
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Potential drivers of regional disparities

«Natural»:
— Renewable potential
Techno-economic:
—  Profitability,
— energy provider,
— suppliers of solutions/technologies,
— economic situation

Socio-political:
— Social acceptance,
— political ideology and party dynamics,
— Institutional framework (e.g., participation)






Definition of EDGE regions

- Interdisciplinary definition Figure: The EDGE Regions

of 9 categories
- EDGE regions:
- Urban
~ Alps
- Midlands

Jura,

Note: Yellow = Urban; Pink = Alps, Green = Midlands



The EDGE survey

— An interdisciplinary project

— Fieldwork: August 26 to October
31, 2022

— Number of respondents: 4'948
«Finisher»

— Response rate: 36.6%

— Sample characteristics fit «quite
well» the Swiss population’s
distribution regarding gender, age,
education and — to a lesser extent
— Income

— Test of regional differences based
on regression models

—
—
—
—
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Energy policy preferences

Strong relevance of
energy independence

Statistical variation
regarding
- EU Cooperation

- CO2
Compensation
abroad

However: no real
regional split!

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements about Swiss energy policy.

Switzerland should be independent of foreign countries in terms of energy supply.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Switzerland should cooperate more with the EU to secure Switzerlands future energy supply.
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In order to achieve the CO2 targets, Switzerland should compensate CO2 emissions abroad.
Urban -
Midlands -
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uture energy mix

In order to guarantee Switzerlands electricity supply in the future,...

..large hydroalectric power plants, i.e. river power plants or reservoirs,
should be upgraded or expanded.
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..medium and small rivers and water bodies should be equipped with
small hydroelectric power plants.
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...more solar power systems are to be installed on open spaces
{e.0. meadows, fields, stc.).
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Jmore wind turbines and wind farms shall be built.
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..nuclear pawer plants should continue to be Used.
Info: Nuclear power refers to nuclear electricity production. i.e.,
the Beznau, Gosgen and Leibstadt power plants in Switzarland.
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...mare solar power syst

Urbar = I
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are to be installed on buildings.
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..geothermal plants shall be built. Info: Geothermal energy refers to

the use of the earth"s heat to produce electricity and heat.

Typically, this involves deep drilling to take advantage of the higher earth
temperature from deeper layars.
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..more biomass combined cycle power plants shall be built.

Infa: Biomass combined cycle plants produce electricity and heat
simultaneously from, in particular, plant and animal products such as
waste wood, wood pellets, or biogas.
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...gas-?la mmElna cycls pPOWEr p|ants are o E EUI t.

Info: Gas-fired combinad cycle power plants simultaneously produce
electricity as well as heat from natural gas.
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..more elgctricity is lo be imported from abroad,
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— Overall: little variation
— But some statistically
significant differences
— Urban: More larger
PV, less large hydro
— Alps: more small
hydro, less imports,
less gas
— Midlands: less wind



Facilitating
open-
space PV

No relevant
regional
differences!
Open-space PV is
perceived as
useful

It does rather not
bother if close to
Infrastructure
But also: no
enthusiasm!

Useful

Do not bother

Close to infrastructure
Size Soccer field

Max size 3 soccer fields

Useful

Do not bother

Close to infrastructure
Size Soccer field

Max size 3 soccer fields

Useful

Do not bother

Close to infrastructure
Size Soccer field

Max size 3 soccer fields

- Strongly agree
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Neither nor . Rather disagree . Strongly disagree
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Facilitate PV on farmland

In addition to direct supply from solar power, open space solar power systems on
agricultural zones also bring other benefits such as frost protection (see photo)

How strongly do you agree or disagree that solar power systems should be built on farmland?

. - eaens ACCEptance is not
- me-ee o yery high given the
_wZ. positive framing in
. - the survey question!

% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 30% 100%




Perception of energy provider

Depending on where you live, a different electricity company is responsible for your power supply.
When you think about your energy provider, how strongly do you agree with the following statements?

My energy provider often addresses the climate issue (e.g., in cover letters or information documents).

LII an ‘ . -
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R - -
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 0% 70% 80% 90% 100%
| have the impression that my energy provider is not committed to climate protection.
LJrhan i - .
Midlands I - .
l - .
1 1 i " Ll 1 " " 1 U 1
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% §0% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Level of Approval . Strongly disagree Rather disagree Neither nor Rather agree . Strangly agree

In urban areas,
respondents
perceive the energy
provider as more
active



Conclusions

— Regional disparities in policy acceptance can matter!
— Our results show — overall — surprisingly little variation!
— This is good news in the first place!

— No fundamental splits with polarization potential!

— However: regional differences could become more prevalent when
moving from socio-political to community or market acceptance!



